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The local First Nation language was protected by , a Gamaraigal woman  
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Lilian Taliana

Lilian Taliana migrated to Australia from Malta at the age of 19. 

She volunteered with the Maltese Community Council  for many years, with the La Valette Social Committee and ran the Maltese Senior 

Social Group. Her day job was with Centrelink and many from the community would go to her for help. 

Lilian acted as a valuable and much respected community connector, helping and supporting the Maltese community in the LGA. Miriam 

from the community council speaks of Lilian with high regard, noting the council still says today ‘What would Lilian do?’.
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Bechara

Philomena was born in Blouza, North Lebanon in 1936 and migrated to Australia in 1955. She passed away in 2022. 

She lived in Granville for 30 years. She had been actively involved in the community including raising funds for many causes over the years. 

Philomena founded the Australian Blouza Association’s Ladies Auxiliary. This auxiliary raised funds for cancer research, and for the Blouza 

village. The Auxiliary led charity work for orphans, sick and poor in Lebanon. She also supported the St Rita Foundation which worked with 

orphaned children in Italy. 

In 2019 she was recognised in the NSW Women of the Year Awards as Granville’s Woman of the Year for her community and charity work.
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income. The family donated land for the 

Presbyterian church and Susan donated land for returned soldiers from World War One. 
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